Nelson Mandela International Day
18th July

Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela ·was born on 18th July 1918 · Mvezo, South Africa . 
He died 5th December 2013 in Johannesburg, South Africa, aged 95.
Nelson Mandela was a South African revolutionary, an activist against apartheid. In South Africa, White people had more rights than Black people. Black and White people had to lead separate lives. Nelson Mandela fought for change.
He was arrested in 1962 and was condemned to life in prison, after being found guilty of sabotage and conspiracy to violently overthrow the government; 18 of those years were spent on Robben Island, before being transferred to Pollsmoor Prison-Cape Town and then Victor Verster Prison where he completed his Law degree. 
In 1982, some 20 years after his imprisonment, the “Free Mandela” slogan was developed by a journalist sparking the international campaign calling for his release. This was denied. 
Nelson Mandela was unconditionally released from prison on 11th February 1990 after serving 27 years in prison, at which point he just wanted peace for everyone.
In 1993, he was jointly awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.
Mandela, a South African anti-apartheid revolutionary and political leader, served as the first president of South Africa from 1994 to 1999 and the first Black Head of State elected in a fully democratic election.
Nelson Mandela published Long Walk to Freedom in December 1994 which is his autobiography and manuscripts of his time in prison.
In November 2009, The United Nations General Assembly, made the decision to recognise Nelson Mandela with an International Day. Nelson Mandela Day is about encouraging people to take action to make the world a better place for everyone, like Nelson Mandela did. 
“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. 
If you talk to him in his language, that goes to his heart”.
Nelson Mandela

You can find further information about Nelson Mandela Day here: Nelson Mandela International Day, 18 July, For Freedom, Justice and Democracy
